
 

British Veterinary Dental Association AGM Minutes 

12.15hrs 4th April 2018 

 Lodge Rooms, Austin Court Birmingham 

Apologies for absence 

Helen Hyde 

Members Attended 

27 

Matters arising from Minutes of AGM 2017 

Report pre-circulated, no questions or comments. 
Report proposed by Alex Smithson, seconded by Judi Allsopp  
Report accepted unanimously 
 
Matters Arising from Committee Reports 

President 

Bob Partridge - membership numbers should be recorded in a clear format in the reports so that 

we can look at trends. Concern that numbers are in decline. 

Suzi McIntyre - do we have any speakers at VetFest? It would be good to get in there and 

advertise BVDA. We could look at having a BVDA stand if not talks. 

Andy Perry - are both of the European societies declining in numbers too? Nobody knows 

but we could enquire. 

Alex Smithson asked the question - do we offer what people want?  

Rachel Perry - suggested sending out a survey monkey to both present and past members to see 

what they want from the Association. Feedback from this would form a basis on which to build. 

Fern Holden - is there a strategy to increase membership numbers? Are we on social 

media/posting things? 

Alex – no, not at present, we need to be more pro-active. 



Alex feels there is something missing for more experienced members. It’s not enough to just offer 

one meeting in April per year. 

  

Another comment made was that it's not clear on the website why you would benefit from joining. 

We need to promote the benefits (i.e. basic courses are cheaper if a member). Online discussion 

would also be a great help as currently there is no clear support. 

  

Alex has confirmed for 2019 an on-going stream in dentistry at BSAVA to run on Friday and 

Saturday morning. 

Secretary: No questions. 

Treasurer:  No questions. 

Course Organisers: No questions. 

BSAVA Liaison: No questions. 

P.R.O.: No questions. 

Journal Editor: No questions. 

BEVA Liaison: No questions. 

Webmaster: No questions. 

 

Committee Member Elections 

Secretary  

Rachel Wagner proposed by Alex Smithson, seconded by Rachel Perry. 
Elected unanimously 
 
Bob Partridge asked if the constitution had been changed to allow veterinary nurses to stand for 

election. It was confirmed that it was changed many years ago when Sue Vranch became 

secretary. 

President Elect  

Alex Smithson would like to stand down at the end of his term in office next year, however nobody 
volunteered to stand for President Elect. Members were asked to consider standing and to contact 
Alex if interested. Colin Baxter suggested Alex continues as President for an additional year in 
order to let people have a think about whether they would like to stand as President Elect. 
Agreed to no President Elect for this year. 
 
PRO   

Gerhard Putter self-nominated, seconded by Alex Smithson  
Elected unanimously. 
 
Treasurer  

Helen Hyde self-nominated, Suzi McIntyre and Evelyn Barbour-Hill seconded. 

 



Re Treasurer availability for committee meetings, Colin Baxter suggested Helen continues for an 
additional year in order to consider. 
Elected unanimously. 
 
New Post: Assistant PRO (Social Media Specialist)  
Suzi McIntyre suggested the creation of a new post to promote BVDA presence on social media 
and encourage a support network through a forum. 
Fern Holden, proposed by Suzi McIntyre, seconded by Evelyn Barbour-Hill. 
Elected unanimously. 
 
Alex requested a survey of members as a primary task. 
 
Any Other Business 

Courses  
Rachel Perry asked about the financial status of the Courses – Alex replied that he has requested 
a breakdown of costs for Courses in future and this will be included in the accounts. 
  

Misuse of the BVDA logo 

Alex gave a brief update on what has happened regarding Mr Songra using the BVDA logo without 

permission. Through dealings with the solicitor it now appears that the logo has been removed 

from all products on his website. Alex asked for a vote to ban Mr Songra, as discussed at our prior 

committee meeting. Bob Partridge questioned whether one year or total ban was allowed. Alex 

repeated his initial statement re vote enabling life-long ban. Rob Pascoe referred to a historic 

meeting where a ban for one year was discussed. Members were therefore asked to vote on the 

following: 

Deepak Songra vote 

The BVDA refuse Deepak Songra membership for this year based on a misuse of the BVDA logo 
for two years. 
Passed unanimously. 

Next AGM 

  

12.15pm on Wednesday 3th April 2019 


