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Almost 3000 registered veterinary nurses had completed the Oral Care nurse program
successfully after running it again this year This brings the total of RVNs that had completed this
introductory course to veterinary dentistry that the BVDA developed in conjunction with the
BVNA. The role out of OCN program for 2020 started on the 3rd of March About 900 RVNs had
registered an interest and aw week after 300 have registered for the course

The “Learning Pathways” is a new BVNA initiative to assist nurse to achieve accredited specialist
qualification in their chosen field of interest. This concept was inspired by the success of the OCN
program From September 2020 Nurses that have completed the OCN program will be able to
progress onto an advanced Level 6 Dental, Oral and Maxillofacial Nursing module delivered at
Myerscough College and University Centre.

This year, with most of the cost covered and the fact that the sponsorship of Pedigree for this
program remains, a significant income was created (shared between the BVDA and the BVNA) by
the OCN program. It was previously agreed that this income would be earmarked to develop
nurses’ involvement in veterinary dentistry.

The BVDA committee responded to an enquiry from RVC that nurses should not be allowed to
extract teeth. We suggested that the BVDA remain keen and committed to promote the role of
veterinary nurses by assisting them to develop the skills to perform effective professional
cleaning, dental charing and dental radiography. These valuable skills could establish the
invaluable role that nurses should play in veterinary dentistry by performing tasks that they are
already legally able to perform.

This commitment offers an opportunity to promote effective dentistry, and the obvious role of
RVNSs, to owners. By informing owners about what should be expected from an effective modern
veterinary dentistry service, one would also be promoting the importance of oral care and
essentially acknowledge the role of RVNs, and especially OCNs as significant members of the
veterinary Oral Care/ Dental team.

Sharing the marketing of the OCN program in conjunction with BVNA would have obvious
benefits for the BVDA too.
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