BVDA Education Officer’s Report

| was asked to take up the role of Education Officer in June 2019. It was an unexpected
opportunity as | was a relatively new member of the BVDA and | had little knowledge of the running
of our organisation and the structure of the committee but | was happy to accept the offer.

My first real challenge was getting to grips with who the BVDA were. | wanted to understand what
historically had been done by the BVDA and also what the ambitions were of the new committee. It
has taken time to establish the above and gain confidence in the role. I've also wanted to reflect on
where new opportunities lay and how the BVDA can be most effective with online education and
the use of social media.

Two achievements that will greatly aid the BVDA going forward and our relevance in the veterinary
dental community is the establishment of a Facebook page and the development of ‘Talking Teeth.’
| feel both these will bring us to the forefront of veterinary surgeon’s minds when they want to
contact someone for help or assistance in our discipline. We are already seeing an increase in
people getting in touch for clinical advice or support when running a course.

Our private Facebook group for clinical matters has grown to 950 members in less than a year and
will be a platform going forward for educational content including videos. Perhaps more useful from
an education point of view on a day to day basis is the simple case discussion. Please keep using
it! It really is great to get debate and views coming in from lots of different vets. Thanks very much
to Chris Allen in particular for leading the work on the IT front.

‘Talking Teeth’ has been a real success with 2 well attended regional meetings where delegates
came to do as the name suggests! We ran one in the South of England and one in the South West
with the meetings chaired by Alix Freeman and myself respectively. As mentioned in the treasurer's
report they generated revenue but more importantly, all attendees seemed to really get a lot out of
them and are looking forward to more. We are hoping to run similar sessions all over the UK in
2020. Thanks especially to Alix for coming up with the concept of ‘Talking Teeth’.

Covid 19 has thwarted significant efforts to deliver not only a great day of content at our annual
Scientific day but also 2 dry labs at BSAVA this year. It has also put a stop to a dental elective that |
had established with the help of Bristol University and the Eastcott dental referral service. It will
continue to frustrate us through much of 2020 and will put ‘Talking Teeth’ on hold but | am keen to
see what we can offer digitally.

Going forward, as well as expanding Talking Teeth and online teaching, | look forward to greater
involvement with UK universities helping to establish further dental electives. Some universities
have also asked for more support with the teaching of the undergraduate programme. | also hope



we can do more to get vets and nurses alike ‘hooked’ on veterinary dentistry with beginner
courses. A focus of mine will not be trying to deliver advanced labs for vets with an established
interest. It will be nurturing and promoting an interest in those who need us most. Those who are
just beginning their journey and more often than not, those whose university education has left
them bewildered, intimidated or disinterested when it comes to dentistry.

Finally, thanks to Paul Cooper for asking me to be involved this year just gone. His efforts since
taking over the presidency have been tremendous.
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