
The first committee meeting of the BVDA was held in a motorway service station 
(M4 northbound).The 2019 meeting was held in a cellar in Brick Lane.  Progress. 

If the new constitution is adopted at this AGM my post is abolished. If we remain 
with the existing constitution, my post will be up for election as my term of office has 
expired, and I do not intend to stand for re-election. I wish to assure all that I made 
this decision long before the present regime took power. Either way, I shall no 
longer be in any way in the government of BVDA.

The title of Journal Editor for my post has been a historical anomaly since BVDA 
Journal was abolished by vague processes a few years ago. However the post 
itself still carries several responsibilities, and I have also been available to take a 
share of those mundane but necessary tasks which fall to no officer in particular.  If 
the new constitution is adopted those responsibilities and tasks will still exist, and a 
person or people will need to be found to undertake them.

JVD needs to be distributed, back number stock needs to be kept (for new 
members who join during the year, and other purposes)  and liaison is needed at 
frequent intervals with the online department at SagePub.  I also act as "printer to 
the BVDA" composing and printing any BVDA circulars as necessary, not to 
mention the Proceedings of Scientific Day. If this were left to individual officers 
there would be a complete lack of house style; moreover, I have to say, poor 
design, typos, mis-spellings, poor grammar and general infelicities of language 
would abound.

JVD, as you may have noticed, seems to have reverted to the bad old days of 
extreme lateness.  This is beyond our control, even though JVD is said to be the 
"official journal" of the BVDA. I can only assure you that when the journals arrive at 
my house distribution begins with promptness.  However the new treasurer has 
been unable for reasons I do not quite understand to provide mailing labels or a list 
of names and addresses, which has caused mild delays. 

In days gone by BVDA was proud to distribute JVD to appropriate libraries as a gift. 
In more recent years due to rising prices this has become impossible and the 
decision has been taken to send JVD only to libraries who will pay  (only the RCVS 
library will still receive it without charge).  One veterinary school has positively 
refused to pay; others have given a definite "yes please"; others remain vague or 
just ignore all communications. The Treasurer may be able to give more 
information.

The decision was taken, following the unfortunate affair where a dishonest person 
attached a BVDA logo to some product, to trademark the BVDA logos. The cost will 
be about £200. I have set this in motion but it is not a rapid process and may take 
several weeks to complete.


