Since becoming secretary at the 2019 AGM, it has been an exciting year. The main role of the
secretary has traditionally been fielding emails from members of the public and professional
colleagues for advice and literature on dentistry. | joined the BVDA in the (very ambitious) hope that
| could help spread the message of dentistry far and wide across the veterinary profession. | was
particularly keen for the BVDA to become a more active presence in the field of veterinary dentistry,
to engage more frequently with members and to offer members a greater level of benefits. Talking
teeth emerged this year as a way to give back to our members and encourage new members to join.
The inaugural talking teeth meetings at Eastcott and St Boniface proved to be hugely successful, the
idea being that we provide some interesting relevant CPD followed by a hot meal and the
opportunity for members and non members to meet other like minded dentistry enthusiasts locally.
| think there are many incredibly keen practitioners who feel quite isolated in their interest/passion
for veterinary dentistry, and it is great to be able to spread the message that there are actually lots
of us out there, and people who can be easily contacted and are happy to offer support through the
newly created facebook BVDA dentistry discussion group (thanks Chris).

We are currently planning a series of talking teeth meetings across the UK for 2020, many thanks to
those members of BVDA who have offered to host a meeting. If any other members are keen to help
organise something in their local area then please do get in touch alix.freeman@eastcottvets.co.uk.
| am hoping that the essentials stream running in parallel with the more traditional advanced stream
at the scientific day this year will entice more first opinion vets to attend. We have Piotr
Godziebiewski to thank for suggesting the concept and we are eternally grateful to those who are
presenting in this stream. Tom Williams and | are very approachable and are always grateful for any
ideas and suggestions you may have regarding BVDA teaching, CPD and benefits of being a member
of the BVDA.

Here's to a successful year for the BVDA in 2020.
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