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The main aim I had for my term as president of the British Veterinary Dental 
Association was to keep the momentum going. We undoubtedly saw the BVDA 
flourish under the presidency of Paul Cooper and the BVDA began to feel like a 
much more relevant and exciting organisation. This year, with the help of an 
excellent board and an extremely supportive and knowledgeable advisory 
committee, I feel happy that the BVDA is still flourishing and very much relevant. I 
am happy that one year in, we’re doing okay.  
 
I would like to take a moment to thank my board. Hannah Van Velzen has proven to 
be an excellent secretary and has taken on the stewardship of the very popular 
Talking Teeth monthly webinar series. Our education officer Rob Davis is someone 
whose advice and opinions I always value. He’s currently leading an education 
initiative that will help us address the issue of dental radiography or lack of it. Pete 
Haseler is worth his weight in gold and makes sure that the less glamorous work 
behind the scenes is always taken care of with quiet efficiency. Last but not least we 
have Alix Freeman who’s common sense and ability to get things done has made 
her a very valuable board member even when European exams were demanding her 
attention.  
 
In terms of keeping the BVDA relevant and helping us deliver on: ‘Promoting High 
Standards In Veterinary Dentistry,’ we need to continue to reach people and be 
prominent enough to have people reach out to us. Our facebook discussion group is 
now used by over 3100 people. Our Talking teeth series have been watched in 18 
different countries. We have members in 15 different countries. We have also had 
increasing approaches from companies and individuals who want to work with us.  
 
Last Autumn we put on a very successful scientific day where I wanted to try 
something a little different. Whereas in previous years just one keystone speaker 
joined us receiving an honorarium, I decided that the webinar model may allow us to 
budget for numerous high profile names from around the globe. I was amazed with 
the speakers we got. Internationally renowned experts joined us from all over 
Europe, Australia and the USA and the feedback we had from delegates and 
sponsors was hugely rewarding. 
 
This year, we are looking to bring the human touch back to our annual meet but it 
would be regressive if we didn’t embrace some of what the COVID restrictions had 
forced upon us. We had been hoping to work closely with the BSAVA and meet pre 
BSAVA congress in Manchester. There had been suggestions that we could run a 
wet lab and also get support with a hybrid event but this never materialised. Instead 
we looked at other options and IM3 were very keen to help us trial a new format. In 
July there’s the opportunity to be together again with a hybrid event in Dublin over 
two days. For those who can’t make it to Dublin, delegates will be able to join us 



remotely on day one for what will essentially be a webinar. Whilst we’ll be joined in 
Dublin by José Ruiz, other international speakers will dial in to deliver content. Day 
two will be a wet lab run by José. 

Other exciting opportunities for the BVDA has been the rekindling of a relationship 
with the London Vet Show. They have asked us to fill the dental stream which has 
allowed us a prominent platform to advertise the BVDA but also deliver content 
which we feel delivers the most important educational messages. One such 
message will be the need for dentistry to be performed with the support of intra oral 
radiography.  

I said at the top of this report that my main aim was to continue the momentum and 
keep steering the ship on the right course but I also had one other ambition. I 
remember writing in my president’s statement over a year ago that I would do all I 
could to change the wider professions' attitudes to dental radiographs. I wanted to 
shift opinion so they were seen not as an optional extra but an absolute ‘must have’ 
and their use would be as close to mandatory as possible. This has proven a real 
challenge.  

It would be very difficult to be concise and neatly summarise my efforts here but I 
have tried very hard to spot where the BVDA can exert pressure and have influence. 
We’ve looked at where we can educate and support and at times I’ve even 
considered whether it should or could be more stick and less carrot! We’ve had 
meetings with the RCVS president, the RCVS practice standards scheme, the 
BSAVA and numerous different divisions of the BSAVA, the VDS and the 
universities. Perhaps I will have something tangible to report in my next report when I 
step down as president but for now I will just assure you that I’m trying.
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President BVDA


