President Elect report 2021

Talking teeth really got off the ground last year and we managed to organise a
monthly program of ‘virtual’ meetings on Zoom with speakers from all over the world.
These were very well attended with over 300 registrants for the first meeting of 2021.
Hannah Van Velzen has kindly taken over the organisational reins and has a great
program lined up this year including two parallel streams of talks for both nurses and
equine vets.
| also had the opportunity, thanks to Paul Cooper, to make a presentation at the
MEG (major employers group) meeting on 2" December 2021 to discuss the current
state of veterinary dental education in universities and day one skills of new
graduates with the aim to improve veterinary dental education at vet school and
beyond. The clinical directors/chief medical officers from the following groups were
present: PDSA, RSPCA, IVC, VetPartners, Linnaeus, Vets4Pets, Companion care.
Several of the corporate employers present had already recognised that university
does not adequately equip new graduate vets with the skills needed to confidently
perform dentistry work in first opinion practice. Many have therefore set up new
graduate dentistry training programmes to fulfil any gaps in their skillset. MEG
recognise that many universities do not apportion enough time or funding to dentistry
teaching and that this is very difficult to change.
Ideas that arose from this meeting which the BVDA could pursue included
e Championing the RCVS and vet schools to make dentistry an examinable
subject
e Educate practices employing new graduates to ensure that they make the
dentistry caseload manageable for the new graduate
e Ensure that patient welfare is highlighted as a reason to become more
progressive in terms of dentistry teaching
e Propose a curriculum to RCVS, write examinable questions for vet schools
The MEG were happy for us to attend future meetings or to help lend us further
support but ultimately the BVDA will need to attempt to begin conversations with the
vet school councils and RCVS to push forward to improve the teaching of dentistry at
a university level.
| look forward to attempting to progress these ideas over the coming year.
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